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LESSINA 


Poa Friend i in LONDON, 


Wherein is ſe forth the preſent- State and 
Condition of the ſaid CIT Y. 


ALSO 


Atrue Account of the French FLEET 
now lying in the Port of Meſſara. 


To which is added 


A BriefDiCourke of the Iſland of Sicilia cons 
7 cerning the ſeveral Alterations of Government 
| * and Congueſts made therein, 


= 


ne ES e With Allowance, 


LONDON, 
Printed -in the Year, M DG LXXVI, 


T 
LETTER 
From aboard the William and Mary in the 
Fare of MESSINA, 


,N compliance to - your 
Commands and Advice 
to me at my 

<a to be diligent tn obſer» 
Sq Vingallthingsthat might 

Fa be worth remark in our 
| Voyage, but moſt eſpc- 
cially the fituation of che pripcipal Cities, 
the Cuſtomes and Inclinations of the 
And what othec Hiſtorical Notions I could 
gain from the mouths of the Inhabirants ; in 
all which I have been very obſervant hirherto, 
as will appear by my Zeurnal at my return. 

But to gratifie you in the mean time, ha- 
ving the opportunity of a Ship bound for 
—_ A 2 Naples 
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Poff.” NE EEE IEC 
About two days fiuce we rid at Anchor off 

Meſſina upon the redr of the French Fleet, 
our Maſter rwas-1gvited/ aboard one of the 
Ships that was neate't to us, whodid methat 
Favour as to carry me on board with him : 
we were there very civilly welcomed and 
nobly treated. The French Coptain ſpoke 
Engliſh very well, and entertain-d us afcer 
#Ship' Collation with a large Diſcourle con- 
cerning their.la e Fight with the Spaniſh and 
Dutch Fleet;: and their Forcunate fuccets 
therein. iFirſt in'r{1:ving the Ciry Meſſina 
with timely Proviſions, and coming off with 
honour.in the Engagement, ; 

- But, Sir; I fuppole this Diſcour'e of the 
Engagament will Ve no, News toiyou by ithaj 
tine tais: Letter: comes; to your hand, ' ſince 
tyou yill- have divers Relations and Particu- 
dars of the Fight long before...  - 

7 The number; of, their. Fleot - $35 ; above 

Thirty Capitol 'Ships7 bejides their. Galleys 
and fma!l Veſſels, 'to which- number they: cx- 
pected an addi:10n tromiFrance to make up 
SIN | * {\ PY about 


' aboun'F 

come '{ edily,, fot they. oc 
Engagerhent within 2 ſhort time; for they had * 
lately h-ard that Lieutenant - Admiral De 
Ruyter was returned | back and joyned with 
the Spaniſh- Ships and Galleys gods: 'CO-ate" 
taque them again. 

Thz Captain was a Man no le's a Scholar 
than a Souldi T, and-gave usa pichy-Hitort-: 
cal Account of the City Meſſina and Sichlin,: 
the Heads.of which Diſcourſe, or {6 much of? 
ic as may come within the bounds of a Letter. 
E-have. here communicated to-you,: knowing 
how acceptable'{uch divertiſemen”: mn been: 
alwayes To you. 


Mels1na wite: Princy }: ICin of So " be-- 
ing ſtrongly ſituate 1 und well accommindated fer 
Trader Merchandiſe," though Palerma' be 11% 
Regal Seat and Re'dence of the: Vice-Roy:" '7hzs 
Meſsina' was raiſed out of the rumesf*the once 
Fam). City: Zanchia, which was de fIroge- b 
frm _— overfur all Sie pi 

the [land manyyears ; but' db" ſeit; go D2Fe 
Sara ſons: Ln Ares by the "Morph, 


many Me fed. and. governed the ahPobini 


Forty; 


Sail; bs: 08 would? 
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Portythree years ; which Governours were fti- 
led Courgs of Sicalia 3 but then the Famous 
Captain Robert Gaicardo, Brother te the 1K; 
of Arragon /ayes claim to Pugha, then poſſes 
y the Normans, en4 comes againſt it with a 
conſiderable Army, and takes it for bimfelfe ; 


and then proſecutes the War farther, pretending 
his Brothers claim to the whole and yon E 
and bythe aſſiſtance of bis Brothers (the Kin 
_ {Yan raw the claim, A 
c: nquered all Sicily, anl diſpoſſeſjſed the Nor- 
mans. *© 

To this Robert Gaſcordo Pope Nicholas the 
Second gave the Title of Duke of Sicily ; but 
the Sictlians were ſoon weary of this Government, 
and revolted from the Arragonians , and with 
the conſent ow Pope, called in Carolus de 
Aryou, Bruther to St, Lewis King f France, 
and invefted bim in the Throne, an1 ſwore Al- 
legiance to him. 

Thus was:the I/land governed by the Anou- 
ans about the ſpace of Firty years, and then 
Piero de Arragon contrived and platted 
with the Sicilians the Maſazre of the French 
throughout all the land; the Day, Time, and 
manner appointed being come, notice was go, 


ther of els es Bell, and then this 
href te Vu Be, After which 
rbjs Pietro de Arragon was f oxp on the Go- 
vernment of Sictlia. this followed 
"tedious and terrible ane cen the French 
_ the Arrogonians an Sictlians'; but at laſt 
mans were c:nquered and _ out 

Shell Carolus the Ezg/2h Ring f France, 
ond the Siciliats fubmainted to the French Ge+ 
—_ and lived peaceably and. quietly un- 
s. And in the Reign of Ferando 

ray ot Wars happening between the- 
FEE and the $ parks: Silla was tokewy 
Confalvo Ferando the Great Captain of Spain, 
who took. Mefsina, es fubdued the 
whole Iſland; and fetled a Spaniſh Government 
there, From this Ferando the Nan of Sicilia 
_ tceſſi-n to Carolus the Fifth Emperor, 
him to Philip the Second HKing of 

in; — by fucceſſion it hath been  ſubjett to 
x in to this time, This 1s a ſhort: 
Accouut ee Arn [ intend hereafter to enlarge: 


upongnd ſend it to you. 
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